Fabruary 19, 1962
SECRST

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO, 132

o The Honorable Fowler Hamilton
The Administrator
Agency for International Development

(SUBJECT: Support of Local Police Forces for Internal Sccurity and
Counter-Insurgency Purposes)

As you know, l“-hmm‘ﬂlm

to counter Communist indirect aggreosion, which I regardas a
grave threat during the 1960s. Ihave alroady written the Secretary
of Defense "to move to a new lovel of increased activity across the
board' in the counter-insurgency field.

Police assistance programs, including those under the acgis
of your agency, are also a crucial clement in our response to this
challenge. Iunderstand that there has beon some tendency toward
mhﬂuhmﬂmw&w
agency, I recognize that such programs may seem
m‘m.l'-tﬁl-hhm“ﬂﬂ-
tribute most to sustained economic growth. But I regard them as
Justified on a different though related basis, i,e., that of contributing
to internal security and resisting Communist-supported insurgency.

1 am further aware that police programs, as a relatively minor
facet of the functions of the aid agency, may have tended to receive little
emphasis as o result. Therdire, I would like you to consider various
ways and moans of giving the police program grester automomy within
AID, if this seems necessary in order to protect it from neglect.
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